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22 April 2016

Dear Sir/Madam

REVIEW OF 2014-15 SCOTTISH TEN METRE AND UNDER INSHORE (LINE) MACKEREL FISHERIES IN AREAS IV AND VI

Purpose

1. To present a summary report on the quota allocation, quota utilisation  and management arrangements in respect of the 2014 and 2015 Scottish inshore (line) mackerel fisheries followingthe first two years of the trial.

Background

2. Following consultation in 2013, the Cabinet Secretary announced in March 2014 the following changes to the Scottish 10m and under mackerel fishery:

· On a 2 year trial basis, the Scottish initial allocation of mackerel for 10 metre and under inshore fishing will be increased.

· The initial allocation of NS mackerel quota for inshore fishing will be apportioned directly from MMO and will be either 300 tonnes or 23.2% of the UK’s initial quota for north sea mackerel, whichever is the greater amount.

· An additional amount of NS mackerel from the quota apportioned to Scotland will be allocated to the Scottish 10mu pool, including 300 tonnes from the IVbc share. The total allocation to the 10mu fleet will be 1,000 tonnes, of which 300 tonnes IVbc.

· 300 tonnes of WS mackerel from the quota apportioned to Scotland will be allocated to the Scottish 10mu pool.

· All Scottish 10mu vessels will have access to the fishery.

· IFGs will be consulted about the management of these fisheries.

· There will be no new controls on equipment used in the line fishery.

· Marine Scotland will review uptake at 1 September and assess if any potentially unutilsed quota should be returned to the Scottish sector.

Review of the 2014 and 2015 seasons

2014
3. By 1 September, and the resumption of the mackerel season for the main pelagic fleet, uptake within the 10mu pools was 2% for the western stock and 20% for the NS stock, with total landings of 7 tonnes and 196 tonnes respectively. On 19 September it was announced that the additionally allocated amounts were to be transferred to the sectoral fleet.

4. Final landings for 2014 were as follows:

	
	Western stock
	North Sea stock

	Allocation (tonnes)
	45
	500

	Landings (tonnes)
	19
	394

	Uptake
	41%
	79%

	Initial allocation (tonnes)
	325
	1,000

	Uptake
	6%
	39%


2015
5. Weekly catch limits were extended to a two-weekly limit. The reason for the change was to allow an greater flexibility for skippers to prosecute the fishery around the local vagaries of weather and tides.

Following positive feedback from skippers and local assocaitions, the change was viewed as being largely successful, although there were times when confusion arose as to the start of the 2 week period.

6. The 2015 fishery certainly was more prolific in landings as abundance of mackerel in inshore waters was greater and for a longer period – comparison of landings in Annex A.

7. In early September a decision was once again taken to return a portion of the quota which had been diverted from the pelagic sectoral fleet.

390 tonnes of the NS stock, or 71% of the original amount re-allocated from the sector, was returned to the Scottish pelagic sector.

300 tonnes of the western mackerel stock, or 100% of the original amount re-allocated from the sector, was returned to the Scottish pelagic sector.

8. Final landings for 2015 were as follows:

	
	Western stock
	North Sea stock

	Allocation (tonnes)
	25
	733

	Landings (tonnes)
	25
	733

	Uptake
	100%
	100%

	Initial allocation (tonnes)
	322
	1,084

	Uptake
	8%
	68%


Consideration and proposals for 2016

9. The 2-weekly catch limit will continue for 2016 as feedback from active skippers has been largely positive and constraining the limit to two weeks maintains an appropriate level of oversight in assessing uptake and potential data lags.

Marine Scotland reserves the right to change this and revert to the previous management tool of weekly limits. In order to have explicit dates for each two week window, these will be published every second week via the electronic Licensing Variations.

10. As in previous years, Marine Scotland will review uptake within the pool at 1 September and assess if any likely unutilised quota should be transferred back to the Scottish pelagic sector.

11. Openings, closures and change in catch limits will continue to be announced via the Marine Scotland website.

All skippers are obligated to check the variations section of the Marine Scotland website on a weekly basis.

Future reviews
13. The increased inshore mackerel quota allocation will be extended for a further two years, to 2017, and reviewed after that.

14. At this juncture, the 320 or so handline mackerel entitlements, which are currently defunct but are still associated with licences, will also be reviewed.
Yours faithfully

ROSS PARKER

Quota Manager

Sea Fisheries Division – Access to Sea Fisheries

ANNEX A

2014 & 2015 landings and values by stock and by port of administration

	
	2015
	2014

	
	Total landings
	Total value
	Av. value per tonne
	Total landings
	Total value
	Av. value per tonne

	North Sea stock
	741
	£643,824
	£868
	399
	£473,455
	£1,187

	West coast stock
	25
	£15,103
	£600
	18
	£17,570
	£951

	Aberdeen
	35.5
	£18,533
	£506
	5
	£6,061
	£1,150

	Anstruther
	32
	£21,661
	£665
	48.5
	£83,388
	£1,723

	Ayr
	0.5
	£149
	£425
	1.5
	£1,838
	£1,133

	Buckie
	22
	£26,540
	£1,214
	8
	£12,031
	£1,531

	Campbeltown
	0.2
	£210
	£994
	1
	£1,049
	£1,133

	Eyemouth
	75
	£66,107
	£885
	46
	£60,532
	£1,309

	Fraserburgh
	280
	£264,278
	£942
	40
	£54,151
	£1,370

	Kinlochbervie
	0
	£0
	n/a
	5
	£3,745
	£714

	Kirkwall
	36
	£17,201
	£471
	42
	£42,974
	£1,027

	Lerwick
	113
	£83,162
	£735
	194
	£196,571
	£1,014

	Lochinver
	0
	£0
	n/a
	0
	£0
	n/a

	Mallaig
	0
	£0
	n/a
	0.5
	£333
	£666

	Oban
	0.1
	£725
	n/a
	0.1
	£522
	n/a

	Peterhead
	122
	£128,946
	£1,054
	8
	£11,713
	£1,408

	Portree
	0
	£0
	n/a
	0.1
	£23
	n/a

	Scrabster - East
	15
	£9,482
	£631
	6
	£3,855
	£640

	Scrabster - West
	0
	£0
	£0
	0.5
	£550
	£1,133

	Stornoway
	3
	£1,931
	£664
	3.5
	£3,519
	£1,048

	Ullapool - East
	3.5
	£2,161
	£620
	1.5
	£2,179
	£1,367

	Ullapool - West
	3.5
	£1,766
	£480
	6
	£5,992
	£963

	TOTAL
	766
	£658,927
	£860
	417
	£491,025
	£1,177
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